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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Living God, 

you have greeted us in our brokenness 

and nourished us with the body of Christ, broken for us. 

Risen to new life with you, 

send us now to bear your healing love 

into the wounded world, 

in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. 

C  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P  The blessing of the living God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

surround and sustain you, 

keep you from harm, 

and fill you with courage. 

C  Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN #367 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 

DISMISSAL 

P  Go and share the good news, Christ is risen. 

C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE     Easter Hymn            Austin C. Lovelace 
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and Proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ 

Easter Sunday 
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April 21st, 2019 
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WELCOME 
“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” God has in-

deed raised from the dead the one who was put to death “by hanging him on a tree.” Al-

leluia! God allows Jesus to appear “to us who were chosen by God as witnesses” in holy 

baptism and invites us to eat and drink at the table of the risen Christ. Alleluia! 
 

If you are a guest or visitor today, a special welcome to you. You bless us with your 

presence. If we can be of any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to let us know. 
 

Please join us for fellowship after worship this morning! 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Members of Bethlehem: Diana Ceci, Al Lewis 

 Friends and Family:  Ian Alton, Paul Anderson, Kathryn Arnstrom, Jim and Bonnie 

Johnson Anderson, Kathy Couty, Julie Hayry-Argall, the Hayry Family, Helen Heffner,  

Diane Juell, Justin Kandell,  Elaine Miraldi, Barbara Nash, Rose Shobutte, Len Skuta, 

and Duane Werner. 
  

Our Homebound:  Lois Demos, Jayne Josephson, Gerry Wickstrom,  and Jim & Eleanor 

Wrath. 
 

FLOWERS 
The flowers on the reredos today are in loving memory of Nancy Axelson, given by her 

family.  The flowers under the cross are in loving memory of Axel Dorothy Eckman, 

Linda Skuta and Alice Dillon, given by the Skuta family. 
 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
Presiding Minister  Pastor Paul Carlson 

Music Minister   Duane Werner  

Choir Director   Marlene Lewis 

Lay Assistant    Sheryl Hudson   
 

Liz Banks’ Office/Secretary Hours: 

Mon. 9am-1pm, Tues. - Fri. 9am- Noon 

Email: welcome@blcjoliet.com 
 

Pastor Paul Carlson’s Hours: 

Wednesday and Thursday 9am- Noon 

Please call the church office ahead of time as the Pastors duties may take him out of the 

office. 

Cell:630-418-0069       email: pastorpaul249@gmail.com 
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P  It is indeed right… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  #377 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (vs 4) 

Weeping be gone; sorrow, be silent: 

Death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 

Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 

Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. 

Refrain: Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   (spoken) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

 

COMMUNION HYMN  #363 Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

          

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
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PEACE 

P  Peace of the Risen Lord be with you! 

C  And also with you! 
 

The congregation greets one another with the words: Peace be with you. 

 

OFFERING 
As the ushers bring our gifts to God forward, we join in our offering hymn on the next page. 

 

OFFERTORY    Alleluia What a Happy Day   Shhram and Davenport 

         Bethlehem Singers  

 

OFFERING HYMN #377           Alleluia Jesus is Risen (vs 1) 

Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Trumpets are sounding in glorious light! 

Splendor the Lamb, heaven forever! Oh what a miracle God has in sight! 

Refrain: Jesus is risen and we shall arise. Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A  Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made known to 

the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your  

risen body in the world.  C  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
412 E. Benton St., Joliet, IL  60432 

Office phone: (815) 726-4461 
Website: blcjoliet.com 

 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Carlson             Ministers: The People of Bethlehem 
Assistant to the Pastor: Kyle Johnson 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 1, 2018 ~ 9:30am 

 

PRELUDE       The Day of Resurrection!        Len D. Bobo  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Luke 24:1-5 

 

P  But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the      

 spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but 

 when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, 

 suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified 

 and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, :Why do you look for 

 the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.  

P  Christ is Risen. 

C  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  #365  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

 

INTROIT    The Stone is Rolled Away     Besig and Price 

        Bethlehem Singers 

 
 

GREETING 

P  Christ is risen. 

C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was raised from the dead to bring everlasting 

 hope, be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS 

P  Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, 

and all of creation. 
 

After each petition the congregation responds: 

A  Hear us O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P  We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your 

saving help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C  Amen 
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were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 

first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not 

go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the lin-

en wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 

linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand 

the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their 

homes. 

 

  11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 

the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 

lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 

they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 

there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 

him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 

him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 

“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, be-

cause I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I 

am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Mag-

dalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them 

that he had said these things to her. 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN SERMON             Pastor Paul Carlson 

 

SERMON                 Pastor Paul Carlson 

                        

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   #364  Christ Has Arisen , Alleluia!  

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                              
P  The Lord be with you.  

C  And also with you.  
P  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and 

by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every 

day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

ANTHEM            The Stone is Rolled Away  Besig and Davenport 

Bethlehem Singers 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

17For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 

remembered or come to mind. 18But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; 

for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. 19I will rejoice in 

Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

or the cry of distress. 20No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or 
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an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will 

be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
21They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like 

the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the 

work of their hands. 23They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they 

shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— and their descendants as well. 24Before they call 

I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. 25The wolf and the lamb shall feed 

together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They 

shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 
 

L  The word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 

19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 

died. 21For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has 

also come through a human being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in 

Christ. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who 

belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 

Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25For he must 

reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death. 
 

L   The word of the Lord.  

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 

GOSPEL: John 20: 1-8   
This morning began with confusion: the stone was moved and the tomb was empty. Disciples arrive, then 

angels, and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion, hope emerges, and a weeping woman becomes the 

first to confess her faith in the risen Lord. 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 

him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two 


