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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
412 E. Benton St., Joliet, IL  60432 

Office phone: (815) 726-4461 
Website: blcjoliet.com 

 
 

    Pastor: Rev. Paul Carlson       Music Minister: Duane Werner  

         Lay Assistant: Sheryl Hudson       Candle Assistant: Debbie Slick 
       Choir Director:  Marlene Lewis 
      

 
Good Friday 

April 19, 2019 ~ 7:00pm 
 
 

 

Please Gather in Silence. 
 

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS                                               

 (Congregation please rise. This liturgical conversation will be used three times: as 

the cross enters from the back, as it stops in middle of center aisle, as it is placed in 

front of worship area.)  

 

L: Behold the life giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 

C: Oh come let us worship Him. 

 

OPENING HYMN  Beneath the Cross of  Jesus                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                         

1.  Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand 

   The shadow of the mighty rock within a weary land 

  A home within the wilderness, A rest upon the way 

  From the burning of the noon-tide heat and burden of the day. 

 

2.  Upon the cross of Jesus, My eye at times can see. 

  The very dying form of one who suffered there for me. 

  And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess: 

  The wonder of His glorious love and my unworthiness. 

 

3.  I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place; 

  I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face; 

  Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, 

  My sinful self my only shame, My glory all, the cross. 
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Hymn:      #353 Were You There    

 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord.  2. nailed him to the tree  3 they laid 

him in the tomb 

 

(On the last verse of the hymn, a large candle is lit. The absence of light has    

symbolized hell’s best attempt to put out the light of the world and the light of our lives. 

The lit candle breaks into the darkness of our world and  our sinful selves. A small glow of 

anticipation and hope is ours this night as we await the hope of the days to come in 

Christ….The Light of the World) 

 

4 Were you there when God raised him from the grave 

 

 

There will be no benediction. When the hymn is concluded, please exit the worship area 

in silence. This service continues with Easter Service. 
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Fifth Word: 

Lesson John 19:28 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said ( in order to fulfill the 

scriptures), “I am thirsty.” 

Meditation: Debbie Slick 

Anthem: choir   My Lord My Love is Crucified    Anna Laura Page 

 

Sixth word: 

Lesson: John 19:30 

When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head 

and gave up the spirit.  

Meditation: Sheryl Hudson 

Anthem: Choir   Christ we do all adore thee                          DuBois 

Organ solo: Duane Werner  Earthquake Scene     DuBois  

 

Seventh Word: 

Lesson: Luke 23:46 

Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice,, said “Father into  your hands I commit my 

Spirit!” Having said this, he breathed his last. 

 

(At the conclusion of the reading, the candle is extinguished signifying the Lord’s death. 

In the darkness of death, the congregation will pray the Lord’s Prayer and sing together 

the hymn”Were you There”) 

 

Lord’s Prayer         

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, Forever and ever. Amen. 
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GOOD FRIDAY CONFESSION 

 

L: Lord God, as we gather tonight to remember the death of your Son, please forgive us 

   the times we forgot His sacrifice for us. 

C: Forgive us Lord. 

L: Lord, You taught us to love one another as You have loved us. For the times when  

  we turn from one another, forgive us our hardness of heart. 

C: Forgive us Lord. 

L: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of great kindness. 

C: The Lord will not always accuse us, nor will he keep his anger forever. 

L: The Lord has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewards us according to our     

wickedness. 

C: For as the heavens are high above the earth, so is the Lord’s mercy great upon 

   those  who fear Him. 

L: As far as the east is from the west, so far has the Lord removed our sin from us. 

C: As a father cares for his children, so does the Lord care for those who fear Him. 

L: Blessed are you, whose sins have been forgiven, and whose evil deeds have been 

   forgotten, through the sacrifice of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen! 

 

OFFERING      

OFFERTORY  Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted   arr. John Leavitt 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C:  Lord Jesus, you carried our sins in your body on the tree so that we might have life. 

May we and all who remember this day find new life in you now and in the world to 

come, where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

MEDITATION ON SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST FROM THE CROSS 

 

First word:  

Lesson: Luke 23:33-34  

When they came to the place that is called the Skull, they crucified Jesus there with two 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said,” Father, Forgive them; 

for they do not know what they are doing.” 

Meditation: Pastor Paul 

Anthem: Choir    What have they done                                        Jay Althouse 
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Second Word: 

Lesson: Like 23:39-43 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not 

the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him saying, “Do you not fear 

God?, since you are under the same sentence e of condemnation? And we indeed have 

been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man 

has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” He replied,” Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Meditation: Sheryl Hudson 

 

Hymn: 349   Ah Holy Jesus vs 1,2,5 

1. Ah, Holy Jesus, how hast thou offended that we to judge thee,  

      have  in hate pretended? 

      By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted. 

 

2. Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? Alas, my treason, 

      Jesus, hath undone thee, ‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee: 

  I crucified thee. 

 

5. Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, I do adore thee, 

      and will ever pray thee; think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 

      not my deserving. 

 

 

Third Word: 

Lesson: John 19:26-27 

 When Jesus Saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said 

to his mother, “Women, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “here is your 

mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

Meditation: Debbie Slick 

Anthem: Choir    Standing in the Shadow of the Cross   Dana Mengel 
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Fourth Word: 

Lesson: Matthew 27:45-46 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, and about 

three o’clock Jesus Cried out with a loud voice,” Eli, Eli lama sabachthani?” that is, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.” 

Mediation: Pastor Paul 

 

Hymn: 351   O sacred Head Now Wounded  

1. O sacred head now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 

      now scorn fully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown; 

      O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! 

      Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 

 

2. How pale thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn; 

      how does thy face now languish, which once was bright as morn! 

      Thy grief and bitter passion were all for sinners’ gain; 

      mine, mine was the the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 

 

3. What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, 

      for this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 

      Oh, make me thine forever, and should I fainting be, 

      Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee. 

 

4. Lord, be my consolation; shield me when I must die; 

      remind me of thy passion when my last hour draws nigh. 

      These eyes, new faith receiving, from thee shall never move; 

      for all who die believing die safely in thy love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


